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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2012-720
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission
Date of Introduction: December 11, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: LUZ
Date of Analysis: December 13, 2012
Type of Action: Historic landmark designation
Bill Summary: The bill designates the former Guaranty Bank and Trust building (a/k/a the Bostwick Building) at 101 East Bay Street as a historic landmark structure, directs the Zoning Administrator to enter the landmark status in the Zoning Atlas and directs the Chief of Legislative Services to notify the property owner and Property Appraiser of the designation and cause it to be recorded in the public record.
Background Information: The former bank building (also known informally as the Jaguar building because of the jaguar mural painted on the plywood window coverings) was constructed in 1902 as one of the first large buildings to be built downtown in the recovery from Jacksonville’s great fire of 1901, and was designed by architect J.W.W. Hawkins who arrived immediately after the fire to help with the rebuilding effort.  The bank building was doubled in size in 1919, and later housed professional offices.  The building still has most of its original exterior detailing and is deemed by the Historic Preservation Commission to be in sufficiently good condition to be preserved and rehabilitated.  The building’s owner is opposed to the landmark designation and has argued that the building is too deteriorated to be economically feasible to preserve and restore.  
Policy Impact Area: Historic landmark designation
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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